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Species

Loons
(Red-Throated Loon)
Common Loon*
(Yellow-billed Loon)

Grebes
Pied-billed Grebe*
Horned Grebe
Red-necked Grebe™
Eared Grebe
Western Grebe
(Clark’s Grebe)

Herons
American Bittern
Great Blue Heron

Swans, Geese and Ducks
Tundra (Whistling) Swan
Trumpeter Swan

Greater White-fronted Goose

Snow (Goose
Canada Goose*
Green-winged Teal*
Mallard*

Northern Pintail
Blue-winged Teal*
Cinnamon Teal
Northern Shoveler
Gadwall
American Wigeon
Canvasback

| Redhead

Ring-necked Duck*
Lesser Scaup™
Harlequin duck*
Oldsquaw

ourf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Common Goldeneye*
Barrow’s Goldeneye*
Bufflehead

Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser*
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck

Vultures
(Turkey Vulture)

Eagles and Hawks
Osprey*

Bald Eagle*
Northern Harrier*
Sharp-shinned Hawk*
Cooper's Hawk*
Northern Goshawk™
Broad-winged Hawk
owainson's Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk*
Ferruginous Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle*
American Kestrel*
Merlin

Peregrine Falcon
Gyrfalcon

Prairie Falcon*

Grouse and Ptarmigan

Spruce Grouse*

Blue Grouse*
White-talled Ptarmigan™
Ruffed Grouse*
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Species

Rails and Coots
Yellow Rall

Sora™
American Coot*

Cranes
Sandhill Crane

Stilts and Avocets
American Avocet

Plovers
Semipalmated Plover
Killdeer*

Sandpipers

Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Solitary Sandpiper™
Spotted Sandpiper™
Upland Sandpiper
Long-billed Curlew
Hudsonian Godwit
Marbled Godwit
Sanderling
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Western Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper
Baird’s Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Stilt Sandpiper
Short-billed Dowitcher
Long-billed Dowitcher
Common Snipe*
Wilson's Phalarope
Red-necked Phalarope

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns
Parasitic Jaeger
(Long-tailed Jaeger)
Franklin’s Gull
Bonaparte's Gull
Ring-billed Gull
California Gull

Herring Gull

(Thayer’s Gull)
Sabine’s Gu
Caspian Tern
Common Tern
Black Tern

Pigeons and Doves
Rock Dove*
Band-tailed Pigeon
Mourning Dove™

Owls

Great Horned Owl*
Northern Hawk-Owl™
Northern Pygmy-Owl
Barred Owl

Great Gray Owl
(Long-eared Owl)
ohort-eared Owl

Boreal Owl

Northern Saw-whet Ow!*

Nightjars
Common Nighthawk*
Common Poorwill

Swifts
Black Swift
(Vaux's Swift)
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Species

Hummingbirds
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Rufous Hummingbird™
Calliope Hummingbird*

Kingfishers
Belted Kingfisher*

Woodpeckers

Lewis Woodpecker
Red-headed Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker™
Red-naped Sapsucker*
Downy Woodpecker™
Hairy Woodpecker™
Three-toed Woodpecker™
Black-backed Woodpecker
Northern Flicker*
Pileated Woodpecker™

Flycatchers

Olive-sided Flycatcher™
Western Wood-Peewee*
(Yellow-bellied Flycatcher)
Alder Flycatcher™

Willow Flycatcher®

Least Flycatcher*
Hammond’s Flycatcher*
Dusky Flycatcher™
Cordilleran Flycatcher™
Eastern Phoebe™

Say’s Phoebe
Western Kingbird
Eastern Kingbird*

Larks
Horned Lark™

Swallows

Tree Swallow™

Violet-green Swallow™

N. Rough-winged Swallow™
Bank Swallow™

Cliff Swallow*

Barn Swallow™

Jays, Crows and Magpies
Gray Jay (Whisky Jack)*
Steller’s Jay*

Blue Jay

Clark’s Nutcracker™
Black-billed Magpie*
American Crow*
Common Raven*

Chickadees

Black-capped Chickadee™
Mountain Chickadee™

Boreal Chickadee*
(Chestnut-backed Chickadee)

Nuthatches
Red-breasted Nuthatch™
White-breasted Nuthatch

Creepers
Brown Creeper

Wrens

Rock Wren*
House Wren*
Winter Wrer
Marsh Wrer
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Species

Dippers
American Dipper™

Thrushes and Kinglets
Golden-crowned Kinglet*
Ruby-crowned Kinglet*
Mountain Bluebird™
Townsend's Solitaire*
Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainson's Thrush*
Hermit Thrush*
American Robin*
varied Thrush*

Mimic Thrushes
Gray Catbird
Brown Thrasher

Pipits
Water Pipit*

Waxwings
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing*

Shrikes
Northern Shrike
Loggerhead Shrike

Starlings
European Starling*

Vireos

Solitary Vireo*
Warbling Vireo*
Philadelphia Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo™

Wood Warblers
Tennessee Warbler™
Orange-crowned Warbler*
Nashville Warbler
Northern Parula

Yellow Warbler*
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler

Cape May Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler*
Townsend’'s Warbler*
Black-throated Green Warbler
Palm Warbler

Blackpoll Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
American Redstart™
Ovenbird™

Northern Waterthrush*
Connecticut Warbler
Mourning Warbler
McGillivray's Warbler*
Common Yellowthroat™
Wilson's Warbler™
Canada Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat

Tanagers and Buntings
Western Tanager™
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Lazuli Bunting™

Indigo Bunting™
Rufous-sided Towhee
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Species Abundance Season Habitat
Sparrows

American Tree Sparrow C \' 35
Chipping Sparrow™ C S DMCD
Clay-colored Sparrow™ FC S SDG
Brewer’s Sparrow™ U S AC
Vesper Sparrow™ C S G
Savannah Sparrow™ C S G
Le Conte’s Sparrow™ U S WS
Fox Sparrow” FC S O
song Sparrow™ U 5 S
Lincoln’s Sparrow* FC S WRS
Swamp Sparrow VR M WS
White-throated Sparrow U i W
Golden-crowned Sparrow R M §
White-crowned Sparrow™ 5 S SW
Harris’ Sparrow R M SD
Dark-eyed Junco* G ) B
Lapland Longspur R M G A
Snow Bunting C W D G
Blackbirds and Orioles

Bobolink R WY GW
Red-winged Blackbird* & 9 W
Western Meadowlark* U O G
Yellow-headed Blackbird R M W
Rusty Blackbird U V] GW
Brewer’s Blackbird* U S S G
Common Grackle R WY HGM
Brown-headed Cowbird* C S D
Northern Oriole* R 5 MD
Finches

Rosy Finch* U S A
Pine Grosheak* FC R C
Purple Finch* R S CM
Cassin’s Finch* 5 &
House Finch VR 5 DS
Red Crosshill* L R &
White-winged Crossbill FC R C
Common Redpoll ¥ W GS
Hoary Redpoll U W GS
Pine Siskin* C 3 CS
American Goldfinch* U S SD
Evening Grosheak C W C
House Sparrow* VC R H

ABUNDANCE: VR — Very rare; R — Rare; U — Uncommon;

FC — Fairly common; C — Common; VC — Very common;

( ) — Hypothetical. SEASON: S — Summer; W — Winter;

M — Migratory; R — Resident year-round. HABITAT: A — Alpine meadow;
C — Coniferous forest; D — Deciduous forest; G — Grasslands;

H — Human settlement; L — Ledges and cliffs; M — Mixed forest;

0 — Open water; R — Rivers; W — Wetlands. *Breeds in area.
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Notes

Birds
of

Kananaskis Country
Checklist

Hananaskis Country’s mountains and foothills offer a
wide variety of habitats which support a surprisingly
rich bird life. Birds of the boreal forests, prairie grass-
lands and aspen parklands can all be found here in
varying numbers, as well as a few highly-specialized
birds which you won't see in Alberta outside of the
Rocky Mountains.

As you make your way around our natural areas, please
take care not to disturb the birds or other animals that
you see. The breeding season is very short and living
conditions harsh in the mountains; any disturbance at
all can be costly to the species who live here.

This checklist includes 201 species that have been
seen in Hananaskis Country. It is designed to be the
companion to a recognized bird identification book
such as Peterson’s Field Guide to Western Birds,
National Geographic Field Guide to the Birds of North
America, the Golden Guide to Birds of North America
or the Audubon Society Field Guide to North American
Birds.

As we are still learning about the birds of Kananaskis
Country, we would appreciate hearing from you if you
spot anything unusual. Please feel free to give us a
call or stop by any of our visitor centres and leave us a
copy of your notes.

For more information on Kananaskis Country,
please contact:
Hananaskis Country
Suite 201, Provincial Building
800 Railway Avenue
Canmore, Alberta
Canada, TTW 1P1
(403) 678-5500

“ °Kananaskis Albecra

Abundance

VR — Very Rare; R — Rare; U — Uncommon;

FC — Fairly Common; C — Common; VC — Very
Common or Abundant; (Species in brackets) — indicates
that the bird’s presence is unconfirmed or hypothetical.

**Remember, these indications are very general.
A species listed as rare might be more common 1n
the specific area you’re visiting; check the ‘Habitat’
and ‘Season’ categories to get a better idea of
what you’re likely to see and when.

Habitats

The “Habitat” category indicates the environment
in which that bird is most likely to be seen.
Remember that birds are not confined to these
areas, and very often pass through a variety ot
habitats as they go about their daily business.

A — Alpine meadow (open areas above tree line);

C — Coniferous Forest (pine, spruce, fir);

D — Deciduous forests (aspens, poplars, often with
open areas); G — Grasslands; H — Human settlement
(buildings, bridges, etc.); L — Ledges and Cliffs;

M — Mixed Forest; O — Open water (large ponds and
lakes); R — Rivers and large creeks; § — Shrubby areas
(willow thickets, buckbrush/rose tangles); W — Wetlands
(small ponds, fens, marshes).

Season

S — Summer;: W — Winter; M — Migrant (passes
through in spring and/or autumn); R — Resident (present
year-round).

Breeding Status

An asterisk (*) beside a species’ name indicates
that it is known to breed in the area.
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