
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
FISH CREEK PROVINCIAL PARK 

Sikome Aquatic Facility: Building Refurbishment 

What is Sikome 
Aquatic Facility? 

 Sikome Aquatic Facility (Sikome / the facility) is located within Fish Creek 
Provincial Park in The City of Calgary. Operated by Parks Division, the facility 
is an artificial waterbody that serves as a swimming area during the summer 
months. Sikome is open daily (Monday through Sunday) from late June 
through early September annually. For facility information as well as this 
year’s operating season and hours of operation, please visit the Alberta Parks 
website: Sikome Aquatic Facility - Fish Creek Provincial Park | Alberta Parks. 

Amenities: In addition to the swimming area, there are washrooms, change 
rooms, showers, a concession with beach shop, a lifejacket loaner station, 
picnic tables and playgrounds.  

Access: Sikome can be accessed from the north via Bow Bottom Trail SE or 
from the south via Sun Valley Boulevard SE / Southeast Stoney Trail (Hwy 
201). Presently, there are approximately 550 parking spaces. Limited transit is 
available; busing service requires transit users to walk approximately 1.0 km 
to the facility from Sun Valley Boulevard SE. The facility is fenced and in 2016, 
Parks Division implemented entry fees. For this year’s pass rates, please visit 
the Alberta Parks website. 

Use: The primary use of the facility is beach recreation and swimming. The 
facility experiences high visitation during weekends in the summer. Currently, 
there are no special event rentals.  

Safety: The facility is not lifeguarded – use is at your Own Risk. However, 
Safety Ambassadors are present to monitor activity, patrol the beach as well 
as provide water safety education / basic first aid when required. Visitors are 
responsible for their personal safety and the safety / supervision of children. 

Visitation: The majority of visitation to the facility is by Calgary residents, 
particularly families. Approximately 100,000 people visit Sikome annually. On 
weekends in the summer, the facility often hosts thousands of visitors daily. 

Water Quality: Sikome is classified as a “man-made beach”. Three 
freshwater wells supply the water for Sikome; no water is drawn directly from 
the Bow River. Water quality criteria for man-made beaches is not the same 
as public swimming pools. Water quality is monitored and maintained by a 
dedicated on-site water treatment plant. Water samples are taken from 
different areas of the lake weekly. The samples are analyzed and results are 
forwarded to Alberta Health Services (AHS) and the park’s maintenance 
personnel. 

https://albertaparks.ca/sikome/


Why is Parks 
Division 

refurbishing the 
buildings at Sikome 

Aquatic Facility? 

 Visitation to the facility, mirroring Alberta’s population growth, has 
exponentially increased since it opened in the late 1970s. Sikome is nearly 50 
years old and its infrastructure is aging. There is a need to update the facility 
to provide a modern urban provincial park visitor experience. This will support 
future use as well as Parks Division’s goal to connect Albertans with nature. 
Access to parks and open spaces is important for Albertans’ health and 
wellbeing. With the facility’s proximity to a large, dense population base, 
Sikome also serves as a gateway to Alberta Parks’ broader network of 
landscapes and ecosystems throughout the province. 

How has Parks 
Division prepared 

for refurbishment of  
Sikome Aquatic 

Facility? 

 Step 1: Engagement in support of Draft Redevelopment Plan (2017-2018)  
Parks Division conducted two phases of public and stakeholder engagement. 
Phase 1 Engagement (July - September 2017) was coordinated to gather 
feedback to inform the visioning and key outcomes for refurbishment. Phase 2 
Engagement (April - May 2018) focussed on gathering feedback on the Draft 
Redevelopment Plan which defined a long-term vision, identified programming 
opportunities and recommended capital upgrades (infrastructure 
refurbishment). Both phases of engagement included an open house, online 
survey and the placement of idea boards within the park. 
 
Step 2: Completion of Draft Redevelopment Plan (2018) 
This capital planning document summarized research on competitive and 
complimentary facilities in Calgary/Alberta/Canada, explored viable 
programming and revenue generating options, documented feedback from 
engagement and recommended infrastructure improvements. It also provided 
preliminary design recommendations for the facility to guide future 
implementation. 
 
Step 3: Planning for Facility Refurbishment (2018-2023)  
Refurbishment of Sikome was placed in queue for facility refurbishment 
(capital investment) by Parks Division. 
 
Step 4: Development of Final Conceptual Design Plans (2024) 
Using the Draft Redevelopment Plan as a platform to guide next steps, 
Conceptual Design Plans were finalized in 2024 in collaboration with a 
specialized consulting team and Parks Division staff. Design updates were a 
result of post-pandemic visitation patterns to the facility, new recreational 
trends, public safety considerations, current building code requirements and 
feasibility based on available capital funds. Based on public safety and 
infrastructure lifecycle, building refurbishment was identified as the highest 
priority for refurbishment of Sikome Aquatic Facility. 
 
Step 5: Preparing for Construction (2025) 
Construction plans for building refurbishment were finalized for Parks Division 
to procure a contractor in support of construction. A Prime Contractor was 
procured through a public tender process in Fall 2025 and construction will 
proceed in December 2025. 



What is being 
proposed for 

building 
refurbishment at 
Sikome Aquatic 

Facility?  

 As recommended in the 2018 Draft Redevelopment Plan / 2024 Conceptual 
Design Plans, the following will be implemented: 

• Significant upgrades to the Concession & Beach Shop 

• A vendor space in the concession building that can also be used by 

Parks Division 

• A flexible indoor-outdoor space (more recently identified as “The 
Beach House”) will be available for short-term facility rentals, special 
events staging and for use by Parks Division’s operations team 

• The addition of accessible universal changerooms including showers / 

washrooms 

• Public safety and inclusivity upgrades  

• Replacement of admissions booths at the north and south facility gates 
 
In addition to the above items, the following Work items will also be 
implemented: 

• Building refurbishment to improve accessibility, abate hazardous 

building materials and meet the current National Building Code – 2023 

Alberta Edition (in effect May 1, 2024) 

• The addition of a Water Safety Centre which will include an on-site first 
aid station, safety education resources and the storage of aquatic 
safety equipment such as lifejackets 

Specific to building 
refurbishment, are 
there any changes  

from the 2018 
Redevelopment 

Plan? 

 Items that vary from the recommendations of the 2018 Draft Redevelopment 
Plan include: 

• There will be no rental office or office for permit pickup / campsite 
bookings (this is now online Alberta Parks Passes, Tours, Programs 
and Rentals) 

• A café will not be formalized; however, the Concession will be 
renovated and continue to offer a selection of food and beverage 
options 

How will 
Refurbishment of 

Sikome Aquatic 
Facility affect me? 

 Refurbishment is intended to enhance the visitor experience, provide flexibility 
for future program opportunities and upgrade aging infrastructure. The primary 
objectives for the project are to: 

• Further enhance Sikome as an urban provincial park destination within 
Alberta and within Fish Creek Provincial Park; 

• Provide a unique and inclusive visitor experience; 

• Created a sense of place that embodies Alberta Parks’ identify; 

• Modernize and upgrade existing facilities and improve the utilization of 
space; 

• Provide flexible amenities to support shoulder-season programming; 

• Improve accessibility; and 

• Maintain affordability for Albertans. 
 

https://shop.albertaparks.ca/?e4q=af7a734b-59fc-4763-a915-0d3babf18e35&e4p=1a59b819-9095-4559-b902-719e3f9b0a20&e4ts=1717775583&e4c=aspira&e4e=snasoab02&e4rt=Safetynet&e4h=dc90b2114a794bd44461cc2dbdc0edd3
https://shop.albertaparks.ca/?e4q=af7a734b-59fc-4763-a915-0d3babf18e35&e4p=1a59b819-9095-4559-b902-719e3f9b0a20&e4ts=1717775583&e4c=aspira&e4e=snasoab02&e4rt=Safetynet&e4h=dc90b2114a794bd44461cc2dbdc0edd3


Will the Sikome 
Aquatic Facility be 

closed for 
construction?  

 Construction While the Facility is Closed  

(early September – late June annually) 

Where feasible, major construction activities will occur while Sikome is closed 
to visitors. 
 

Construction During the Operating Season  

(late June – early September annually) 

Sikome Aquatic Facility will not be closed to accommodate the building 

refurbishment construction project. Where feasible, construction will be 

minimized to avoid significant impacts to visitors while the facility is open to 

the public.  

However, some minor construction must occur while the facility is open in 

order to progress the project. During this time, select areas may be closed in 

support of minor construction activities in select areas of the facility on an as 

needed basis. Minor disruption to services as well as periodic noise 

disturbance can be anticipated. Please abide by all signage, do not approach 

construction equipment and do not cross construction barriers.  

Alternatives 
Other facilities and services in Fish Creek Provincial Park will not be impacted. 

Visitors looking for alternatives can call the Alberta Parks Information Line at 

1-877-537-2757 or stop by the Bow Valley Ranche Visitor Centre: Bow Valley 

Ranch Visitor Centre - Fish Creek Provincial Park | Alberta Parks. 

When will 
construction for 

building 
refurbishment 

occur?      

 Construction for building refurbishment is anticipated from December 2025 to 
Summer 2026 (subject to change). 

Will the landscape 
upgrades be a part 

of this project? 

 Major refurbishment of Sikome Aquatic Facility’s landscape is excluded from 
the Building Refurbishment project. Modest landscape refurbishment in 
support of building functionality is included.  

What measures are 
in place to minimize  

environmental 
impact? 

 A qualified ecologist with knowledge of the Fish Creek Provincial Park’s flora 
and fauna is a key resource involved in planning for refurbishment of Sikome. 
Their role includes working collaboratively with the specialized consulting 
team, reviewing all construction plans and providing recommendations / 
mitigation requirements for minimizing environmental impact. In addition, 
wildlife sweeps will occur prior to construction, to ensure wildlife in the park 
and critical habitats are not impacted. 

 

https://www.albertaparks.ca/parks/kananaskis/fish-creek-pp/information-facilities/park-contacts/bow-valley-ranch-visitor-centre/
https://www.albertaparks.ca/parks/kananaskis/fish-creek-pp/information-facilities/park-contacts/bow-valley-ranch-visitor-centre/

