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FAQs 

Peter Lougheed Provincial Park 

Pocaterra Cirque Trail  
 

Where is the work 
occurring? 

 Construction will occur along the Pocaterra Cirque Trail in Peter Lougheed 
Provincial Park, including the approach trail and loop around the cirque. Work 
will include the designated trail corridor as well as adjacent areas requiring 
reclamation where informal braided trails have developed. 
 
Please refer to the project map for information on the temporary closure area.  
  

What is the 
project?  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

Alberta Forestry and Parks is undertaking the Pocaterra Cirque Trail 
Formalization Project to improve visitor safety, protect sensitive alpine 
environments, and create a more sustainable hiking experience. 
 
The project includes: 

• Constructing a sustainable formal trail alignment to and around the 
cirque. 

• Reclaiming braided trails and disturbed areas created by off -trail travel. 
• Improving trail drainage and tread durability to reduce erosion and 

ongoing maintenance requirements. 
• Installing wayfinding and regulatory signage. 
• Restoring disturbed alpine vegetation and improving long-term 

environmental sustainability. 
 

Why is Alberta 
Forestry and 
Parks completing 
this project?    

 Pocaterra Cirque has experienced a significant increase in visitation over the 
past several years. This increased use has resulted in trail widening and 
braiding, vegetation loss, soil erosion, congestion, and public safety concerns.  
This project will protect the area's sensitive alpine environment while 
improving visitor safety, preserving the hiking experience, and ensuring the 
trail remains sustainable for future generations. 
  

How will this 
project improve 
operational and 
maintenance 
efficiency?  

 The formalized trail will improve long-term management by: 
• Reducing trail braiding and the need for ongoing restoration work.  
• Improving drainage to reduce erosion and maintenance requirements.  
• Directing visitors onto a single sustainable trail, reducing impacts to 

surrounding vegetation. 
• Improving wayfinding and reducing the need for visitor intervention.  
• Creating a more durable trail that requires less frequent maintenance.  
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What areas will be 
closed, and how 
long will 
construction take? 

 Pocaterra Cirque Trail and surrounding construction area will be temporarily 
closed throughout much of the summer construction season. 

The closure is necessary to safely complete trail construction, reclamation 
activities, helicopter operations, tree removal, and material transport.  
Construction has been scheduled during the limited high-elevation 
construction season, with the goal of reopening the trail before the peak fall 
larch season, subject to weather conditions and construction progress.  

Please refer to the project map for the closure boundaries. 

Why can’t the trail 
remain open while 
construction is 
underway?  

 Construction activities involve heavy equipment, tree removal, material 
transport, and trail reclamation within a narrow alpine corridor. Maintaining 
public access would create safety risks, delay construction, and compromise 
restoration efforts. A temporary closure allows the work to be completed as 
safely and efficiently as possible while protecting newly reclaimed areas.  

What are 
alternative options 
for hikers instead 
of Pocaterra 
Cirque Trail?  

Visitors may wish to consider the following alternative hiking opportunities, 
subject to current trail conditions and advisories: 

• Ptarmigan Cirque
• Chester Lake

• Heart Creek

• Picklejar Lakes
• Burstall Pass 

What happens if I 
get caught in the 
closure?  

The temporary closure is in place to protect public safety and allow 
construction to proceed efficiently. 

Construction activities may include heavy equipment, tree removal, and active 
trail construction in steep alpine terrain. Visitors entering the closure area may 
be placing themselves and workers at risk. 

Conservation Officers will enforce the area closure under the Provincial Parks 
Act. Please respect all closure signs and barriers and do not enter the 
construction area until the closure has been lifted. 


